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Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude
G.S-IV

Ethics and Integrity Interpersonal Skill

Ethics in Social Relation Ethics in administrative Relation
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&
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in administrationEthics in International Relation
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By essence of ethics, we will be discussing the nature of 
ethics itself. How do we have knowledge of ethical 
principles? Are ethical principles fixed or changing? Are 
they absolute or circumstantial? These are sometimes 
called meta-ethical questions that is, questions about 
the nature and concepts of ethics. Thinking carefully 
about those questions may help in thinking more 
carefully about such issues as economic justice, 
abortion, capital punishment and so on. In any case, it 
may help us gain a clearer perspective.

Essence of Ethics

What is Ethics?

General Discussion 

Not simply living but emphasis on the art of living 

Good life      What is Good life?

How to know

Religion Society Reason Emotion / Intuition Neuro-Biology
(whether ethics 
is hardwired?)Concepts

Meaning & conceptualization

Objectivist / Realism Interpretivist / Idealism Normative / Evaluative Statements

Characteristics of Ethics

What it doesn't include?What it includes?

How Ethics?
(structure of ethical arguments)

Why Ethics?
(Importance/significance of ethics)

Law
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Determinants of Ethics

Influences/Determinants
 over ethical actions

Religion

Teleological 
Approach

Object of a Human action

Virtue Ethics
Approach

Trustworthiness

Influences in Public Relation/
Organizational Relation

This topic would deal with various factors 
that influences the human action in public 
and private relations.

General 
Analysis
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Law

Logic

Emotions

Storytelling

Circumstances in which
 the action was performed

End or Purpose of the act

Respect

Responsibility

Fairness

Caring

Citizenship

Causes of unethical behaviour

Individual Group

Complexity of st. issues

Competition for scarce resources

Conflicting loyalties

Group Think

Presence of Idealogues

Negative Original response to dissent

Personal moral Standards

Work Place Ethics and Culture

Nature of the issue concerned

Unrealistic Performance goal

Leadership

Decision Making process



Consequences of Ethics

Basis for Responsibility/ 
Consequences of action (on doer)

Consequences of ethical action

On self On others

The topic will deal two major aspects. One, what are the conditions under which the 
consequences of action could be attributed to the doer. Second, how the various human 
actions affect the self and others (moreover, in terms of  their value system). This topic does 
not refer to the consequentialist philosophy of Utilitarianism (as this is only one of the 
dimensions of ethics)
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Concepts Analysis Meta- Ethics Normative Ethics Applied Ethics

Consequentialism

Utilitarianism

Non-Consequentialism

Private Relation Public Relation

Duties to ourselves Our Right to private property

Duties to others Our Duties & Rights as members of society

Etc.

Human Rights

Right to self-defence

Pvt. Ownership

Pub. Ownership
Euthanasia

Lying

Abortion

Homicide

Living wage

Family 

Ethics of Strike

Just war Principle

Etc. Etc.

Deontological

Ethical Relativism

Intuitionism

Etc.
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Dimensions of Ethics

This topics would include various aspects of ethics. 
Ethics is studied from a number of different perspectives 
and it has different basis in understanding and defining 
the rightness and wrongness of human actions whether in 
the individual or group relations/public or private relations.
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G.S. (VI)-ETHICS, INTEGRITY AND APTITUDE (PART-I)

Q.1 Mr. Marthadam Khodbole is working with a company as an engineer along with other engineers who were 

involved in the construction of the bridge over a difficult terrain in the in mountainous region. There was a 

safety issue involved in the desiging of the bridge. The tests were done but the finding was inconclusive 

comapnay has inverted a huge amount of money and did not have more time. No further extension was 

possible. Furhter discussions among the engineers and with experts did not also resolve the isseue. Finally 

the company boss instructed to prepare an O.K. repor and open the bridge for use. Mr. Marthadam complied. 

After a month the bridge collapsed and fortunately  the collapse did not cause any loss of life. (SYNERGY 

CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 Answer the following— 

(a) What are the ethical issues involved in the above illustration? 

(b) Can Mr. Marthadom be hold ethical by responsible? 

(c) Who carries ethical responsibility in the above case? 

 

Q.2 Pratap Singh is a known criminal of the area. 

 A team of police carried out a fake encounter of Pratap Singh. D.C.P. Ram Swaroop was the leader of the 

team who is known for his strong positions and harsh decisions. He do not listens to his teammates or 

moreover the subordinates in the team. He expects from them complete obedience. Accordingly he gives 

punishments and rewards to other police officers. He is very unsparing towards them who refuses to fall in 

line. Constable Apurba Khodke was not happy with the encounter in which he was a participant. Being a very 

junior ranked police man he didn't objcet to it and at the same time he knew that his objectsm would not have 

avoided the encounter instead he would have been severly penalised. (SYNERGY CLASSROOM 

PROGRAMME) 

 
 In the light of the above condition explain the follwing question. 
 

(a) What are the ethical issues involved?  

(b) Even if the encounter is wrong in case of law, can it be justified as being moral? If yes, then give arguments 

in support of it. 

(c) Provide an argument stating the ethical statues of constable Apurba Khodke. 

 



     Not for sale 

This is the First part of the series of exercises in the in the Class -room programme at SYNERGY. The questions 
in this section are case based question. The course has been designed with pre-dominant emphasis on case study 
method (approx 150 case studies). In order to avail it, log on to www.synergy.edu.in or like our page on facebook. 
www.facebook.com/synergyias/like. 

G.S. (VI)-ETHICS, INTEGRITY AND APTITUDE (PART-I)

MUKHERJEE NAGAR: 102, Ist Floor, Manushree Building, Behind Post Office, Delhi-09,

Ph: 011-2764518, 2765349

KAROL BAGH: 16-A/2, First Floor, Ajmal Khan Road, W.E.A., New Delhi-05, Ph:- 011-25744391,
www.synergy.edu.in



     Not for sale 

This is the First part of the series of exercises in the in the Class -room programme at SYNERGY. The questions 
in this section are case based question. The course has been designed with pre-dominant emphasis on case study 
method (approx 150 case studies). In order to avail it, log on to www.synergy.edu.in or like our page on facebook. 

G.S. (VI)-ETHICS, INTEGRITY AND APTITUDE (PART-I)

MUKHERJEE NAGAR: 102, Ist Floor, Manushree Building, Behind Post Office, Delhi-09,

Ph: 011-2764518, 2765349

KAROL BAGH: 16-A/2, First Floor, Ajmal Khan Road, W.E.A., New Delhi-05, Ph:- 011-25744391,
www.synergy.edu.in

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/synergyias/like. 

Q.5 A couple who were in love eloped to a far away place as their parents were opposed to their relationship. 

While the boy was 22years old, the girl was 16 and 1/2 Years old. While staying together away from home 

and being in love with each other, they establizhed sexual relation. After few days the parents got hold of 

them and the girls father pressed rape charge agasinst the boy. (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

 Answer the following— 

(a) What are the legal and ethical issues involved in above case? 

(b) Whether the boy's act could be defended?( Encouraging the girl to elope and establishing sexual intimacy.) 

(c) What is the moral compass of the girl in this case? 

 

Q.6 Which of the follwing is/are ethical statement(s) and why? 

(a) Capital punishment acts as a deterrent against rape and murder.  

meeting at 6.30 am in the morning. But, he met with an accident in which an individual was killed under his 

car. (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

 Examine the above case. 

(a) What are the ethical issues involved the above case? 

(b) Examine the ethical responsibility of Nagina while Nagina will be legally responsible. 

 

Q.8 Which of the following is/are moral statement or staements? Give arguments. 

(a) Swiss knives are good knives. 

(b) Knives are used to take up number of useful activities. 

(c) Knives can be used to protect human life. 

 

Q.9 Nagina is social drinker. But when he takes alcoholic drinks, he does not drive. His friend Ram Kalyan 

asures him that he will drive him back home and will not take any alcoholic drinks. But, Ram Kalyan gets 

drunk , Nagina was unaware of this. Nagina being assured by Ram Kalyan got drunk. While Ram Kalyan 

was driving him back home got delusional and had to stop the car at the middle of a deserted road. Nagina 

was compelled to drive the car and eventually met with an accident is which an individual was killed under 

his car. 

(b) Capital punishment is justified as  desirable by a group of people. 

(c) Capital punishment is justifiable means of punishment. 

Q.7 Ngina is a teetotaller, while being at a party, has friends insisted him to take drinks, but he refused. But, his 

friends seerethy mixed dugs in his soft drinks. This made Nagina unstable and very drowsy. At around 

11.30pm when the party was over he has to leave for home. Moreover he has to leave for a very important 
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 Examine the above illustration(SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

(a) What are the ethical issues involved? 

(b) Examine the moral responsibility of Nagina while conisdering the fact that Nagina will be legally responsible? 

 

Q10. Explain the doctrine of civil disobedience from the ethical perspective? 

Q11. Explain the role of ethics in the contemporary era where secularization of the life and various human 

activities and practices are being promoted? (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q12. Explain the relevance of religion in ethics? (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q13. Evaluate the relationship of law, tradition, costumes and ethics? (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q.14 In your view, does evil exist? Is there a difference between being evil and doing evil? Explain. (SYNERGY 

CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q.15 Is morality hardwired? (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q.16 Do you expect this study of ethics- that you are now undertaking- to make you more virtuous, less virtuous 

or to have no effect on your moral character? 

Q.17 There are many practices which previously was considered morally  and in many of these cases were also 

considered illegal many of these practices today are not considered morally or legally wrong. What standard 

would you use for determining whether something counts as moral question? (SYNERGY CLASSROOM 

PROGRAMME) 

 

Q.18 Are ethical principles made or discovered? (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q.19 Do you think ethics is a matter of natural processes, or is it transcendental (Divinely given, or perhaps 

enshrined in a transcendent realm)? You might believe that ethical truths are special truths, not derived by 

observation of this world- transcendent truths-even if you doubt or deny the existence of God. (SYNERGY 

CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 
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Q.20 A group of Maoist captured a fathers and his son, the moist asked the father to shoot a villager who has 

been found to a police informer. The father was assured that he along with his son will be released if he kills 

the villager. The father pleads before the Maoist that it is not possible on his part.  But the Maoist threatens 

to kill both of them. Being afraid of the grave consequence for the self and his son, the father kills the 

villager. Villagers are witness to the entire event. 

a. In your opinion what are the moral, amoral and immoral actions involved in the above case? 

b. How do you rate the Father's action? (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q.21 Give a detailed outline of the ethical arguments?  (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q.22 Ashish being the friend of the area District Magistrate, started fishing in a deserted forest area, he loves 

fishing, he caught a couple of fish but ultimately let the fishes  them into the water after catching them.  He 

was aware that the fishing is prohibited in the area. In the meantime his friend, the District Magistrate 

reached and requested Ashish not to fish, even if he is letting fish to go. Ashish agreed.   

 Discuss, moral, non-moral and immoral issues involved in the case and especially highlight what are the 

immoral and non-moral goods in the case? (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q.23 Ram since childhood is inclined towards travelling and purchasing ethnic stuffs while to tour to different 

places. And at the same time he is naturally inclined towards good foods and more specifically desserts and 

sweet fruits. This means this is not Ram's habit rather a natural temperament of Ram. Once while he was 

touring a place, he was not happy because he did not find sweets or fruits to eat. That has created an 

irresistible urge in him. While he was moving around in that area he found a mango tree full of Mangoes 

ready to eat but that was a private mango orchard. Ram observed that nobody was watching and even 

occasionally there are people who are entering into the orchard and taking away mangoes.  

 In consideration of the above facts . (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

(a) What are amoral or non-moral actions in the abocvaes e? Which of the above actions are amorally good? 

(b) What would you suggest Ram to do in this condition? 

(c) If Ram decides to enter and get the mangoes, do you think his action will be immoral? 

Q.24 Sanju and Ganju are sister and brother. While both of them were at a family function, their parents instructed 

them that they should be respectful to the elders, not too indulgent with others and act as good and obedient 

children. Sanju was instructed not to interact with boys and not to laugh too loudly. But, Sanju along with his 

brother Ganju objected to a gender specific discriminatory behavior for Sanju. Instead, they reminded their 

parents of the need for gender equity and the changing values. 

 Identify in the above case the moral and ethical component that are involved Establish the difference 

between the two (the moral components and ethical components) (SYNERGY CLASSROOM 

PROGRAMME) 
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Q.25 Gabar Singh being an atheist used to steal, kill and harass people. No appeal to God used to generate 

mercy in him. He believed being mighty is rewarding. Savitri Devi believed in God. She believed that 

following God's commandment is rewarding. So, she used to help people and go for periodic charitable 

works. As she believed that not doing so will result into misery to her and her family critically examine the 

issue from the following angles- (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

(a) Elaborate the relationship of religion and ethics?  

 

(b) Explain the moral component of Gabar Singh and Savitri Devi's behaviour.  

 

Q26. An individual, who otherwise is perfectly normal, has a problem of sleepwalking. While sleepwalking he kills 

another individual. Would he be hold responsible? (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

Q.27 In April 1930, when Gandhijee launched the civil disobedience movement, the whole country was in turmoil. 

At this crucial moment, Jayaprakash Narayan had to stay in his village because of his ailing mother. His 

mother insisted him not to go to Allahabad where he was working as the General Secretary of the Congress. 

J.P took the hard decision of leaving his mother, but she followed him to Patna. The journey was too much 

for her and she died shortly after. (SYNERGY CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 In the light of the above historical event answer 

(a) What are the moral issues involved? 

(b) Discuss the ethical dilemma in the case? 

(c) Discuss the morality of the J.P's decision? 

 

Q.28 In 1919, Viceroy Lord Chelmsford renamed Sakchi as Jamshedpur and a little later the Bihar Government 

renamed Kalimati railway station and Tatanagar stat ion in the honour of Jamsedji Tata. (SYNERGY 

CLASSROOM PROGRAMME) 

 

 Examine the following issues- 

(a) Can these acts be called ethical actions? 

(b) If so why? If not why not? 

 

Q.29 In the War between the ruler of Kashmir Lalitaditya and the king of Kanyakubja, Yashovardhan, consider the 

following:- 

 Before the war to begin, Lalitaditya offered a peace proposal to Yashovardhan. The plan for the place treaty 

stated as following- 

 Yashovardhan to his minister- what do you suggest? 
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 Minister- Let us sign the treaty, I will draft it to your advantage. Lalitaditya has a powerful army. Our army 

may not be able to hold out much longer. 

 Yoshovardhan agreed and sent his minister to finalise the treaty. 

 Yashovardhan's Representative (YR)- (read out the draft)-This being the treaty of peace concluded between 

Maharaja Yashovardhan and Maharaja Lalitaditya---- 

 Lalitaditya's representative (LR)- 1 beg your pardon, Minister, should not it read: Between maharaja 

Lalitaditya and Maharaja Yashovardhan-----------Our emperor being the more powerful of the two. 

 YR— The request came from you. So your Maharaja cannot have precedence. 

 LR—Then I must have a word with the emperor before we proceed any further. 

 Lalitaditya, when heard of this he withdrew his peace proposal and both parties went into war. 

 In the light of the above event, explain the following- 

   (a) The actions of the representatives were critical in the above illustration. Who of the two would be 

morally responsible  for the war? 

(b) Justify the decision of both the parties to go for war. 

(c) What was the ethical foundation of Yashovardhan to accept the peace proposal? 

(d) What was the ethical foundation of Lalitaditya to withdraw from the peace treaty and declare war? 

 

Q.30 A speaker was presenting a paper on the government travel regulation to a group of government servants. 

On hearing to the speaker, one of the employees decided to give back an amount of money which she has 

received because of over reimbursement 

 Answer the following— 

(a) Who should be attributed the credit for the good action?  

(b) Explain ethical behavior of the speaker and the employee in the audience. 

 

Q.31 Mr. Biraj Pattnaik is a good human being, who is into social service. He visits a government servant's 

training institute and lectures them of ethical conduct. One of the listeners on hearing Biraj turns honest and 

becomes a good civil servant.  

 But, Biraj's lectures included that being an honesot da ncdiv igl oservant is not an easy job. His lecture also 

carried a caution to the civil servants - being a civil servant; one might face serious difficulty at personal, 

official and family level. Hearing to this many officials did not take to honesty. 

 Answer the following— 

(a) Who would be morally responsible for the employee turning honest? 

(b) Who is responsible for few employees not turning to honesty?  

(c) Do you consider Mr. Briraj Pathnaik's lecture to be ethical? 
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Q. 32 Mr. Alok Jha is a good human being. But, he is not very comfortable with driving his car. Once, in the late 

night, while he was returning back towards his residence he met with an accident that killed a dog. While he 

was driving through a route that is populated with dogs, he could not properly see a dog sleeping on the 

middle of the road. When his car ran over the dog, he felt that something has come under the tyre but was 

not sure of what was that? He did not stop to see it. The dog could have been saved with timely attention.  

 Answer the following— 

(a) Is there any moral issues invlvoed in the case illustrated above? 

(b) Is there anybody to owe the consequences of the act? 

Q.33 In case of the pregnant woman about to deliver, whose physician has diagnosed serious medical 

complications. In the physician's opinions, it may not be possible to save both lives. The physician performs 

the surgical procedure in which the woman is saved but the unborn infant dies. 

 In the background of the above case, discuss the ethical underpinnings of the consequences of the 'double 

effect" . 

Q.34 Mr. Hare was on leisurely tour to a coastal town. While he was on a morning walk, Mr. Hare noticed that a 

person is the water calling for help. Mr. Hare did not respond because he is not able to swim. Besides, there 

were others on the shore, but nobody went to the rescues. Mr. Hare helplessly witnessed the person 

painfully going into the sea. 

 Give on ethical argument to Mr. Hare's conduct in the above mentioned issue. 

 

Q.35 Ram, respectfully called maryada purushottam, forsake his expecting wife on the words of a commoner- 

interpreted by Tulsidas as the glorious sacrifice by a righteous king for whom every subject's opinion was of 

paramount significance. Never mind the devoted wife who has willingly embraced a tortuous first life and the 

suffered separation and harassment at the hands of Ravana. In the present times, this act of abandonment 

will be viewed decidedly less charitable. This act of  Ram appears more of a suspicious, jealous and 

insecured husband rather than a just king.   

(a) While considering the above case differentiate between morality and ethics.  

(b) Present an ethical argument justifying Ram's action?  

 

Q. 36 There was murder committed on 31st of June. Police is trying hard to solve the case. Police suspects that 

Amrish Puri a known criminal has committed the murder but did not have any evidence. In the mean time on 

22nd of July Sada Shiv Amar Purkar, a friend and associate of Amrish Puri visit the police station and informs 

that Amir Khan has committed the murder. Police ignores the information believing that Sada Shiv has a 

Criminal background and had a hostile relation with Amir Khan and although more he must be trying to save 

Amrish Puri. 

 What has been the ethical reasoning of the police in this case? Give elaborate arguments in supports of your 

explanation while analyzing the police decision to ignore Sada Shiv's information.   
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Q.37 Infosys Technologies is a formidable name to contend wi th in any part of the IT world, not merely for its 

prowess as a leader in IT but also as great corporation with a enviable ethics track record. But records so 

painstakingly created over a long period of time, with grit and determination can tumble down with one bad 

example. As the new millennium approached and the business institutions were worried sick about the Y2K 

syndrome, Infosys was involved in an unlikely scandal a sex scandal. Phaneesh Murlthy was one of the 

directors of Infosys and headed its operations in the US. After having worked for almost a decade in the US, 

Phanesh was sued by Rekha Maximovich, an employee of the company, an grounds of sexual harassments 

and unlawful termination of employment. The matter became too embarrassing for the company both aboard 

and at home. Phaneesh resolutely refuted the charges, but then resigned. The tipping point came when the 

company agreed to make an out of court settlement for $3 million. Battered by the law, the company learned 

its moral lesson and put in stricter codes of conduct for its employees. Phaneesh, the brilliant processional 

from the reputed IIM, Ahmedabad, weathered the storm and got on with his life. He became the CEO of 

IGATE, which had acquired and merged with Quintant of Bangalore, Jenniffer Griffith filed a suit for sexual 

harassment against him for a sum of $8 Million, which again went for an out of court settlement, for a lesser 

amount    

 

 Questions:  

(a) Discuss the relative importance of law and ethics in the above cases. 

(b) Indentify the non-moral good in the above case. 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 



 MUKHERJEE NAGAR: 102, Ist Floor, Manushree Building, Behind Post  Office, Delhi-09,  
 Ph: 011-2764518, 2765349 

 KAROL BAGH: 16-A/2, First Floor, Ajmal Khan Road, W.E.A., New Delhi -05,  
 Ph:- 011-25744391, www.synergy.edu.in  

     Not for sale 

This is the Second part of the series of exercises in the in the Class-room programme at SYNERGY. The questions 
in this section are case based question. The course has been designed with pre-dominant emphasis on case study 
method (approx 150 case studies). In order to avail it, log on to www.synergy.edu.in or like our page on facebook. 
www.facebook.com/synergyias/like. 

 

Case:1 

 
When Lusise Mensch resigned her Corby seat, she said the difficulty of maintaining a family life 

was her reason. Then, in October, in a Sunday Times interview, her husband suggested she had also 

been worried about losing her seat. The labour MP Austin Mitchell took to Twitter: "Shut up 

Menschkin. A good wife doesn't disagree with her master in public and good little girl doesn't lie about 

why she quit politics". 

Mitchell was criticized by Mensch-and many labour party supporters. He later said it was "irony" 

and meant as a joke. 

(a)  Would you think Lusise Mensch was misunderstood? 

(b)  What would you do being Lusise Mensch? 

 

 

Q.38

Case: 3 

 In 1972, the executives of the aircraft manufacturing firm Lockheed Corporation, USA, badly 

needed orders since the company was in dire straits. There was a prospective order from a Japanese 

airline for six wide-bodied tri-star jets and the order was hotly contested by all leading airplane 

manufacturers. The trouble was that it was conveyed to the Lockheed manager, Carl Kotchian, who, in 

his discussion on the deal, had agreed that a substantial bribe needed to be paid to get the order. 

Other airlines were willing to do it. If the order was not secured, there was a strong possibility of 

Lockheed Corporation going bankrupt, affecting its shareholders and throwing a large number of 

employees out of work.  

What should Kotchian do?  

Q.40

  

 

 

Case: 2 

There is a boat which is crossing a turbulent river in the monsoon season. It is carrying 

forty people instead of its capacity of thirty. Suddenly, midstream, the boat develops a leak. 

But it can be saved if ten people are pushed into the river. They will be chosen at random 

and, once pushed, death is certain. If this is not done, almost surely the boat will sink, and all 

forty lives would be lost. 

What should the captain of the boat do?

Q.39
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Case: 4 

Imagine a casualty ward in a hospital. Three emergency victims are brought in. They will surely 

die unless some organs are quickly transplanted. One needs a liver transplant; the second, a kidney 

transplant (both kidneys); and the third, a heart transplant. These organs are not available readily, but 

immediate surgery is essential for all three if they are to survive. 

 There is a patient waiting for consultation in the outpatient ward for common cold. A nurse has a 

bright idea. Why not kill this person, take out his organs and transplant them to the three patients? 

After all, only one man dies; but three lives are saved.  

How did you respond to this dilemma?  

 

Case: 5 

There is a railway station which has a platform line (a 'loop' line) and a straight line (a 'main' line). 

The points are usually set to the loop line since trains usually stop at this station. It is time for the 

train to arrive, and in fact it has arrived just before the points. A pointsman is operating the points.  

Just ahead of the points, there are three people who are walking on the loop line. They are fully 

aware that the train is about to come any moment and will come on this line, but are not aware that it 

has already arrived very close and that their lives are in danger. There is one man walking on the main 

line, fully aware that trains do not come that way, and thinks he is safe. He is also unaware of the 

approaching train. The driver tries to operate the whistle, but discovers that it is not working.  

The points man has the option of switching the points to the main line quickly, killing the one 

person walking on the main line, and saving the other three who are walking on the loop line, Should 

he do so?  

How did you respond to this dilemma?   

 

Case: 6 

Suppose that in the Case-3 before, the boat is not leaking and there is no danger to the boat, but 

five more people, swept in the river, grab the boat and implore to be taken into it. Not taking them 

would be sure death for all five, but taking  them would put the entire forty, as well as the new 

five, at a high risk, indeed a near certainty of drowning. 

 How did you respond to this dilemma? What is the difference in the situations posed by the 

dilemmas? 
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Case: 7 

Hindustan Unilever's Fair and Lovely is the leading skin lightening cream for women in India. In 

2004, it ran a series of advertisements depicting depressed, dark-complexioned women who had been 

ignored by employers and men. After using the skin lightening cream (and emerging much fairer than 

before), they found new boyfriends and careers. After an outcry, the company was forced to withdraw 

its advertisements in 2007. 

 
 

In 2003, Hindustan Unilever aired a television advertisement, showing a dark-skinned young 

girl's father bemoaning his fate of not having a son and the (dark-skinned) girl not earning enough.  

The girl uses the skin lightening cream, becomes fairer, gets a job as an air hostess, and makes her 

father happy. There was a row over this advertisement as well: it was called a 'highly racist' campaign, 

'equating fairness with beauty' and 'demeaning women'. It was taken off air. 

 

Elaborate the ethical basis of the illustrated advertisement? 

Q.44

Case: 8 

Enron, the company synonymous with corporate fraud on a gigantic scale, was founded in 1985 by 

Kenneth Lay. It grew spectacularly in the initial years, riding on the deregulation of electricity and gas 

prices. By 1992, it had become the largest seller of natural gas in North America. It also indulged in 

gas trading, and this business turned out to be profitable. But over a period of time it diversified into a 

number of businesses and adopted highly questionable accounting practices for revenue recognition, 

including the so-called mark-to-market accounting, where income was recognized based on the future 

cash flows of the contracts entered into, a maze of special-purpose vehicles, and so on. It 'managed' 

the Wall Street and its analysts very well, though few seemed to understand how exactly the firm made 

its profits. Those analysts who were sceptical of Enron's financial statements were attacked verbally 

and sought to be disgraced. 

In August 2001 Sherron Watkins, Vice President Corporate Development sent an anonymous 

letter to Lay, warning him of the accounting problems in Enron. She contacted a friend who worked 

for Arthur Andersen, the firm's auditors, and informed him of her doubts. She did not tell any 

outsiders as such about the company, and hence it may not be accurate to call her a whistleblower in 

the true sense. But she did testify against Enron executives later, and her letter to Lay was produced as 

evidence in the trial of Enron's executives. 

Discuss whether Sherron Watkin's conduct had been ethical? 

Q.45
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Case: 9 

In 1967, Goodrich Company had received a contract to supply wheels and brakes for a new light 

combat aircraft for the US Air Force. Goodrich had bid for a new lightweight, four-rotor brake, 

replacing the then prevalent disc brakes. However, the company had to test the prototype and give the 

results to the Air Force. Unfortunately, all tests on the new brakes failed, and some in the company 

argued that it was a basic design problem that caused the failure. Another engineer, Lawson, who 

worked in the same department and Vandivier repeatedly, informed their superiors that the brakes 

were not withstanding the tests and something had to be done about the design, materials, and so on. 

Changing the design was costly and time consuming. Vandivier and Lawson were asked to falsify the 

reports and distort the data. The doctored results were presented to the Air Force. The brakes were 

fitted on the aircraft for a field trial, and again they failed, putting the pilot's life in danger. 

 

Vandivier informed the FBI agents of the discrepancies in the reports, and resigned from the 

company. He joined Troy Daily News, and eventually his revelations to the newspaper led to a 

Congressional investigation against Goodrich. 

 What has been the role of Vandivier in the above case if scrutinised ethically? 

 

Case: 10 

Rosy Senanayake is a member of Sri Lanka's opposition United National party. When asked a 

question by her in parliament, Kumara Welgama, the transport minister, said he was "choked" by her 

beauty." He said (she is a former Miss World). "I cannot explain my feeling here. But if you meet me 

outside Parliament, I will describe them." Surprisingly, she was impressed. 

 (a) Explain whether Kumara Welgama is ethically responsible? 

(b) Do you think Rosy Senanayake's response was proper? 

 

G.S. (VI) ETHICS, INTEGRITY AND APTITUDE (PART-II)

Q.47

Q.46



This is the second sub-part of Part-II of Series of exercises in the Class-room programme at SYNERGY. 

The questions in this section are case based question. The course has been designed with pre-dominant 

emphasis on case study method (approx 150 case studies). In order to avail it, log on to 

www.s ynergy.e du.in  or lik e our page on fa cebook. www.fa cebook.c om/synergyia s/lik e

Not for sale

G.S. (VI)- ETHICS, INTEGRITY AND APTITUDE 

(PART-II) Sub Part 

Q.48  Consider the following cartoon  (SYNERGY class-room exercise)

Q.49  Consider the following dialogue –
            Rama    -  One Should be Moral
            Ravana -  What do you mean by being moral?
            Rama    -  I mean– One should be speaking truth, should not steal, should save life etc.
            Ravana -  These so called morality is nothing but subjective. And moreover, what would 
                               you do when you have to save a life by lying. Which one would you choose?  

(a)  What is the ethical standard on which Ravana is basing his/her arguments?
(b)  What would be  your position?

Q.50  Consider the following cartoon  

Which type of ethical standard the above cartoon display?

(SYNERGY class-room exercise)

How do you explain the above ethical statements?

(SYNERGY class-room exercise)
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Q54.    Albert Einstein Said– ‘Relativity is for physics; it does not apply in ethics’.
              Elaborate Einstein’s view while you consider the discussions under ethical relativism.
              Do you agree? 

           How do you think bobo restore looney’s ethical scepticism?

(SYNERGY class-room exercise)

Q.51.  A mother advised her kids that treat people well and take care of poor because 
          God requires all of us to do so. She said one should always  try to please God.
          In the light of the above illustration present your views. 
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Q.52.  A mother advised her kids that treat people well and take care of poor because 
          God requires all of us to do so. She said it will create a better world.
          In the light of the above illustration present your views. 

(SYNERGY class-room exercise)

Q.53  consider the following interaction between bobo and looney- (SYNERGY class-room exercise)

(SYNERGY class-room exercise)
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